








Letters to the Editors 
Outlook Booster 


He Tells Others! 


I have put off writing this letter too 
long. 1 simply must tell you that Tur 
OvTLooK is far and away the most pro- 
vocative, interesting and informative jour- 
nal that crosses my desk through the year. 
We became acquainted when I attended 
Hampden-Sydney College and re-acquaint- 
ed during my years at Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Seminary when you sent free copies to the 
students. I can’t tell you to how many 
people I have recommended your journal. 
Though I don’t always agree with your 
position on certain issues, I am glad that 
your lucid writing and thoughtful pres- 
entations force me to re-think my own 
positions. 

Thank you for a job well done. Long 
may you wave! 








VERN W. BUTLER, JR. 
Park Forest, Ill. 


Reports Offered 


There are a number of copies of the 
1959 Annual Reports of (Presbyterian, 
U.S.) Assembly Agencies free for the ask- 
ing. Any person desiring a copy order 
from the Office of the General Assembly, 
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N. E., Atlanta, 
Georgia, enclosing 15¢ in stamps for 
postage. 

GEorGE E. STRATMAN, 
Assistant to the Stated Clerk. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Election Casualty 


It is our custom to read the President’s 
Proclamation at our Thanksgiving service. 
On the day before Thanksgiving this year 
several ministers were calling wanting to 
know if we had seen a copy of the Proc- 
lamation, Evidently it did not appear in 
any of our church papers and so we read 
the Proclamation of the UP-USA Moder- 
ator (OUTLOOK, Nov. 21). 

I am sure there must be a reason for 
the omission of the Proclamation this year 
but I feel your magazine renders a serv- 
ice when it carries the Presidential Proc- 
lamation. 

J. CALVIN ROSE. 
Miami Shores, Fla. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Our November 28 (page 
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Consider Christian Education 





§ Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
Ba Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 


4) explanation, it is hoped, described the 
strenuous effort which we made. 


11 MONTHS REPORT 
SHOWS AGENCY GIFTS 


With one month remaining in the 
church year, U. S., benevolences received 
by Assembly agencies through November 
30 are reported as follows: 

ANNUITIES AND REEF (Atlanta), $226,- 
100 (last year, same time: $230,708); 
44.4% of the budget (last year: 45.5%). 





CHRISTIAN Evtucation (Richmond), 
$413,620 ($404,691); 46.4% (48.1%). 

CHURCH EXTENSION (Atlanta), $812,779 
($822,035); 44.5% (45%). 


GENERAL Funp (Atlanta), $597,547 
($576,226); 42.3% (43%) INTERCHURCH 
AGENCIES, $12,375 ($11,444); 52.4% 


(48.5%). 
Wortp Missions (Nashville), $3,110,492 
($3,009,204); 68.6% (66.4%). 


COVER CREDITS — From Christmas, An 
American Annual of Christmas Literature and 
Art, Vol. 28. Augsburg Publishing House, 
Minneapolis. Top illustration by Edmund 
Kopietz. 





By JOHN 


“Fear not: ... for unto you is born 
this day a Savior, which is Christ, the 
Lord.” The love of God, manifest in 
the manger, consummated on the Cross 
and triumphant through the empty 
tomb, is sufficient to conquer fear: the 
fear of sickness and want, the fear of 
our fellowmen, the fear which poisons 
the life of nations. Yes, it is sufficient 
even to conquer the fear of death. 
Christmas is a sentimental time of year. 
We look on the Christmas candles; we 
watch them burn up slowly, struggling 





DR. BODO is professor of practical the- 
ology at the San Francisco Theolegical Sem- 
inary. 


No Fear at Christmas 


R. BODO 


against extinction; our thoughts go 
back to friends who no longer see them 
with us. There are solemn thoughts 
hidden beneath the Christmas joy. There 
is an unusual sensitivity to the shortness 
of life. Yet, even this fear has been 
conquered by the love of God which 
casts out fear. The Communion of 
Saints is never more real than when 
we contemplate the Christ in his holy 
birth and realize his living power and 
presence. For Christmas is never com- 
plete without the Risen Lord who com- 
pleted the full round of our humanity 
and redeemed it with his divinity. “Fear 
not!’ “There is no fear in love.” 








THOMAS E. GILMER, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1960 


Primary emphasis upon individual growth in an atmosphere 


of alert scholarship and genuine Christian concern. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 
P 3 } 








Second Semester Begins 
Summer Schools Begin 


Maxton 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division Of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 


Educational excellence for our greatest possession, our youth. 


Move to new campus in September, 1961 


January 30, 1961 
June 12, 1961 


North Carolina 








QUEENS 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A Hberal arts program expecially planned for women students 
A.B., B.S., and B.Mus. degrees . . 
Presbyterian Church affiliation 
EDWIN R. WALKER, President 


COLLEGE 


. full accreditation 














Presbyterian @ Coeducational 
Sound liberal education under vigorous 
accredited 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. 


log and illustrated booklet. 





KING COLLEGE 
@ Founded 1867 


Christian influences. Fully 
Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, 


Dormitories. Summer session. Board, room, and tuition. $1,047. Cata- 


R. T. L. LISTON, President. Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 


145-acre campus. Athletics. 
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The Oresbuterian Quttook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


CONTINUING THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


NEW IN SPIRIT 
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Serving the Presbyterian 
Churches, U. S., & U. P. USA 


512 East Main St., Richmond 19, Virginia 








NEWS ROUND-UP 


e PLANS FOR THE establishment of a 
theological college at Jerusalem have been 
announced by the Anglican Archbishop 
in Jerusalem. . e TENSION IS RE- 
PORTED mounting in Colombo, Ceylon, 
and in other parts of that predominantly 
Buddhist country as some 2,500 private 
schools, mostly Roman Catholic, have 
been formally taken over by the state. 
. . . @© THIRTY-TWO MEMBERS of the 
Methodist Association of Colleges and 
University ministers, meeting in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., sent a message of support 
to St. Marks Methodist pastor, Lloyd A. 
Foreman of New Orleans, La., who de- 
fied mob abuse and insults to keep his 
five-year-old daughter in an integrated 
school... . e A court aT Eskilstuna, 
Central Sweden, fined a Lutheran pastor 
$15 for refusing to marry a couple because 
one of them was a divorced person. The 
law says that a minister of the State Lu- 
theran Church must not refuse to marry 
couples if one of them is a parishioner. 

. @ THE DEPARTMENT OF PASTORAL 
Services of the National Council of 
Churches has urged member-churches to 
provide funds for long-range basic re- 
search on alcoholism aimed at developing 
new approaches by the churches, both on 
the problem and on their distinctive role 
in solving it... . e IN PITTSBURGH con- 
struction plans for two churches have 
been delayed because of protests of resi- 
dents in the neighborhoods concerned. 
These protests based on alleged traffic 
and parking problems are directed at the 
Crafton Heights United Presbyterian 
church and the Holy Spirit Byzantine 
church. . . . e TWELVE BISHOPS voted 
at the close of a meeting of the Synod 
of the Anglican Church of the Province 
of South Africa, held in Capetown, to 
pay a monthly salary to R. Ambrose 
Reeves, deported bishop of Johannesburg, 
out of their own pockets for as long as 
he is forced to remain absent from his 
diocese. The rate will be $3,000 a vear. 
Dr. Reeves has been a consistent op- 
ponent of apartheid (racial segregation). 

. @ ITALY’S HIGHEST cCovuRT has ruled 
that a woman who permits herself to be 
artificially inseminated without her hus- 
band’s consent is guilty of adultery. The 
court made its decision in the case of a 
school teacher separated from her hus- 
band. .. . @ FBI Drrector J. Edgar 
Hoover reports that the nation’s crime 
rate climbed 11 per cent during the first 
nine months of 1960 to reach the worst 








DR. LLOYD TO RETIRE 
AS MARYVILLE PRESIDENT 


President Ralph Waldo Lloyd, who 
this year completed 30 years of service 
as president of MARYVILLE College in 
Tennessee, has announced his intention 
to retire from the college presidency next 
summer, although he will not reach the 
college’s retirement age for another two 
years. Dr. Lloyd is the sixth president 
of this 141-year-old institution of the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA. A 
Maryville graduate of 1915, he went to 
Maryville from the pastorate of Edge- 
wood church in Pittsburgh. 

In addition to leadership in many edu- 
cational organizations, Dr. Lloyd is a 
former moderator of the UPUSA General 
Assembly and currently president of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance. 


MONTREAT-ANDERSON GAINS 
SOUTHERN ASSN. STANDING 


MONTREAT-ANDERSON College (N.C.) 
has been accredited by the Southern As- 
sociation of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Now a co-educational junior 
college, it was accredited by the North 
Carolina College Conference in Novem- 
ber. The college is now free of all in- 
debtedness, following a _ fund-raising 
campaign led by Jones Y. Pharr, a Char- 
lotte, N. C., elder and business man, 
which produced $167,000. The college 
reports a $500,000 endowment and build- 
ings valued at an equal amount. In addi- 
tion, it uses the facilities of the Mountain 
Retreat Association. 





MODERATORS’ ITINERARIES 


Presbyterian, U.S.,—Marion A. Boggs, Third 
and Gaines Sts., Little Rock, Ark. 


Jan. 1, Charlotte, N. C. 

Jan. 3, a.m., Service of intercession and 
communion at the opening of Congress, 
National church, Washington, D. C.; 
p.m., Wilmington, N. C., convocation. 

Jan. 4, Raleigh, N. C., ministers’ luncheon; 
p.m., Greensboro convocation. 

Jan. 5, Winston-Salem, N. C., p.m., convo- 
cation. 

Feb. 3, San Antonio, Texas, p.m., convoca- 
tion. 

Feb. 5, Houston, Texas, a.m., Bellaire 
church; p.m., convocation. 

Feb. 6, Austin, Texas, Austin Seminary; 
p.m., convocation. 

Feb. 7, Midland-Odessa, Texas, p.m., con- 
vocation. 

Feb. 8, Lubbock, Texas, p.m., convocation. 

Feb. 9, Ft. Worth, Texas, p.m., convoca- 
tion. 

Feb. 10, Dallas, Texas, p.m., convocation. 











level in history. Greatest increase: rob- 
beries, up 16 per cent. 


In New Orleans 


What Churchmen Were 
Saying and Doing 

NEW ORLEANS (RNS)—Religious lead- 
ers issued appeals here for the preserva- 
tion of law and order and a show of 
charity amidst the public school integra- 
tion turmoil. 

Included among those speaking out 
were Methodist Bishop Noah W. Moore, 
Jr., of the Central (all-Negro) Jurisdic- 
tion; Marion A. Boggs, moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., and the Josephite Fathers, 
a Catholic religious order which works 
primarily with Negroes. 


Signed by 46 

One appeal, signed by 46 Protestant 
Episcopal, Methodist, Baptist, Jewish, 
Presbyterian, Catholic, United Church of 
Christ, and Disciples of Christ clergy- 
men, quoted from Jeremiah: “Pray for 
the peace of the city.” 

The appeal added: 

“Responsible citizenship calls for re- 
spect of law and order. In this period of 
unrest, we of New Orleans can achieve 
the greatest stature in the eyes of our 
fellowmen by conducting ourselves with 
charity and dignity and by adhering at all 
times to the teachings of our churches.” 

Among the signers were Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop Girault M. Jones; 
Methodist Bishop Aubrey G. Walton; 
Msgr. Charles J. Plauche, chancellor of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New 
Orleans; and Lloyd A. Foreman, minis- 
ter of St. Mark’s Methodist Church, who 
has fought the white blockade at inte- 
grated William Frantz school to accom- 
pany his daughter, Pamela Lynn, to kin- 
dergarten classes. 

His action lifted the number of white 
pupils in the integrated school from zero 
to ten, leading one white woman segrega- 
tionist to comment, “If it wasn’t for him 
we would have won our fight.” 


Roman Catholic Appeal 

The Josephite Fathers’ appeal said, in 
part: 

“New Orleans is considered a Catholic 
city. In the pages of national and inter- 
national publications we have become a 
city of violence, hatred and disobedience. 
You can change this if you have the cour- 
age to stand with Christ—the courage to 
practice love and tolerance.” 

Bishop Moore, whose Central Juris- 
diction Conference embraces Louisiana 
and Texas churches in which congrega- 


NO PAPER NEXT WEEK: Last Dec. issue. 











tions are mostly Negro, commented that 
many Negroes and whites have shown a 
true spirit of democracy in the present 
controversy, “otherwise New Orleans 
would have exploded long since.” 

Speaking of Mr. Foreman and his 
daughter, Bishop Moore said, “They 
seem to walk alone, but Americans every- 
where across the nation who have regard 
for law, order and authority, for de- 
mocracy and the dignity of man, walk 
with them.” 

He noted, however, ‘“‘New Orleans will 
get over the school crisis, even as Clinton 
and Little Rock, but there are children 
who will be scarred for life.” 


Boggs Is Speaker 

Meanwhile, Dr. Boggs, who is minister 
of Second Presbyterian Church in Little 
Rock, Ark., told a meeting of Presbyte- 
rian men and women of the New Orleans 
Presbytery that there is “no question that 
integration will come.” 

Although he made no direct reference 
to the New Orleans situation, Dr. Boggs 
noted that “the great tragedy of violence 
is that racial hatred is inflamed rather 
than assuaged. And those who take part 
in it don’t accomplish their purpose any- 
how.” 











CHRISTMAS, 1960 


By W. A. VISSER ‘T HOOFT 


HRISTMAS has become every- 

body’s festival. It is celebrated by 
Christians and non-Christians, it is cel- 
ebrated in churches and cinemas, in 
offices and restaurants. 

Is this not as it should be? After 
all, the Prologue of St. John speaks of 
the light that enlightens every man. The 
Christmas fact is indeed a fact of uni- 
versal significance, it has to do with the 
salvation of humanity, it is therefore 
everybody’s business. 

So far so good. But St. John speaks 
of the true light that enlightens every 
man. Christmas does not speak of light 
in general, not of the endless sequence 
of days after night or of summer after 
winter. It deals with the true, the gen- 
uine light that God sent and this light 
is Jesus Christ, God who comes in the 
flesh. If we celebrate Christmas on De- 
cember 25th, this is due to the fact that 





DR. VISSER ‘T HOOFT is general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, Geneva, 
Switzerland. 


in the early centuries this was the day 
of the festival of Sol Invictus, the In- 
vincible Sun. And the Christians set 
their festival of the true light over 
against such nature worship. 

Christmas is the universal festival. 
But only, if it remains the festival cele- 
brating the unique intervention of God 
in history. Its true universality depends 
on its rootedness in the great deed of 
God in Jesus Christ. 

The job of Christians is then not 
to say to the world: you have stolen our 
festival, this has nothing to do with 
vou. Their job is to say: yes, this is 
vour festival, too, but you can only cel- 
ebrate it aright, if vou recognize what 
it means: that the world, that you your- 
self are called to live by the light that 
is Jesus Christ. 

The great promise of Christmas: 
peace in the world, peace in our fami- 
lies, peace in our hearts is for all those 
who will open their lives to the true 
light. 








CHRISTMAS—THE FESTIVAL OF HOPE 


O NE OF THE most beautiful stories 
associated with the birth and child- 
hood of Jesus is the one that St. Luke 
tells of the presentation of Jesus in the 
Temple and his reception by Simeon, the 
aged man of God. What could be more 
exquisitely fitting than that Christ’s first 
contact with the House of God should be 
the occasion of such rapturous testimony 
to the new hope that had dawned upon the 
world! What more suitable than that 
Age, wearied and worn with long wrest- 
ling against the evil of the time, should 
find its spirit refreshed and its faithful- 
ness rewarded by the insight that could 
behold the Redeemer in the Child! Well 
might this saintly patriarch, who had 
looked so long for the consolation of Is- 
rael, utter his pathetic but beautiful Nun 
Dimittis: 

“Now lettest thou thy servant depart, O 

Lord, 

According to thy word, in peace: 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation 

Which thou hast prepared before the 

face of all people: 
A light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
And the glory of thy people Israel.” 


Every war-worn veteran of the Chris- 
tian faith, every idealist struggling to re- 
tain his belief against the momentary 





DR. BELDEN is a Congregational minister, 
author and lecturer of Lendon, also known 
well in this country. He is general director 
of the Pax Christi League, chairman of the 
Philosophical Society of England and of the 
Movement Toward a Pacifist Church and 
other organizations. 
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By ALBERT D. BELDEN 


triumphs and reactions of evil, every soul 
disappointed in its human idols, having 
discovered their feet of clay, may well 
take heart again from this intuition of 
the Holy Spirit graciously permitted to 
one so deserving of the vision. 


For Us? 


Can Christmas be for us what it meant 
to Simeon? After years of Christianity is 
it still a festival of hope, or must our 
verdict be different? Surely we can still 
laim that the hope of the world is in 
the appeal and triumph of Jesus, and 
that we are 1941 years nearer that Simeon 


to the great consummation. The fact of 


Jesus, solidly embedded in human history, 


is still pouring forth its redeeming energy 
upon mankind. Can a world which car- 
ries that fact at its heart fail to gain re- 
demption at last ? 

The fact of the incarnation means that 
once for all God has cast his lot with 
humanity. Christianity invites man to 
believe that at a point in time when the 
condition of the world was desperate, 
when sin was steadily claiming the race 
for its own, when philosophy and reli- 
gion had lost their savior, when, as one 
poet expressed it, 

“On that ancient world 

Disgust and secret loathing fell, 

Deep-seated weariness and lust 

Made human life a hell.” 


God in the person of his Son, plunged 
into the thick of the battle. Being tempted 
in all points like us, yet without sin, 
having carried his belief in the love and 
goodness of God triumphantly through 
the test of the Cross, he became the Moral 
Leader of mankind, a ceaseless fountain 
of moral energy and spiritual hope. 


God’s Dreams 
When we are asked to surrender our 
best dreams for the future of the world 
and our race, our reply is ready at hand. 
These dreams are not ours, but God’s, 
for ‘God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son” 
“Dreams are they—but they are God’s 
dreams, 
Shall we decry them and scorn them? 
That men shall love one another, 
That white shall call black men brother, 
That greed shall pass from the market 
piace, 
That lust shall vield to love for the race, 
That man shall meet with God face to 
face, 
Dreams are they all 
But shall we despise them— 
God’s dreams?” 
Thomas Curtis Clark. 
God does not go forth to defeat and 
failure. Not that he would ever force 
mankind, but because his resources of 
education, his power of loving, the un- 
rivaled beauty of his way of life, give 
him a final advantage. It is upon the 
love that could become flesh for our sakes, 
and be crucified rather than betray love, 
that we can found an invincible hope. 
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A PROPOSAL TOWARD THE REUNION 
CHRIST'S CHURCH 


OF 


“Now the God of patience and con- 
solation grant you to be like-minded one 
toward another according to Christ Je- 
sus: That ye may with one mind and 
with one mouth glorify God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Where- 
fore receive ye one another as Christ also 
received us, to the glory of God.’—Ro- 
mans: 15: 5-7. 


HIS IS A significant occasion. When 

I received the gracious invitation 
from vour Dean and Bishop to preach in 
this pulpit, on this particular morning, it 
became clear to me at once that the occa- 
sion demanded not only as good a sermon 
as God might enable me to prepare and 
preach, but also a sermon that would deal 
with the unity of the church of Jesus 
Christ realistically—neither glossing over 
divisions with politeness nor covering 
them with optimistic generalities. 

Led, I pray by the Holy Spirit, I pro- 
pose to the Protestant Episcopal Church 
that it, together with the United Presby- 
terian Church in the United States of 
America, invite the Methodist Church 
and the United Church of Christ to form 
with us a plan of church union both cath- 
olic and reformed on the basis of the prin- 
ciples I shall later in this sermon suggest. 
Any other churches which find that they 
can accept both the principles and plan 
would also be warmly invited to unite 
with us. 

I hasten to make it clear that at this 
stage this is not an official proposal. My 
position as stated clerk of my church’s 
General Assembly gives me no authority 
to make such a proposal officially on be- 
half of my church. I speak this morning 
as one of the ministers of my church 
privileged and required to preach under 
the Word of God. I speak as a minister 
especially privileged—and therefore un- 
der a special requirement — especially 
privileged to have represented my com- 
munion for the past nine vears in many 
formal and informal relationships with 
other communions both inside and out- 
side the ecumenical movement. I speak 
as one minister of Jesus Christ who be- 
lieves that God requires us to break 
through the barriers of nearly five hun- 
dred vears of history, to attempt under 
God to transcend the separate traditions 
of our churches, and to find a way to- 
gether to unite them so that manifesting 
the unity given us by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, his church may be renewed for 
DR. BLAKE, who is stated clerk of the United 
Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly and 
a former president of the National Council 
of Churches, preached this sermon in Grace 
Cathedral (Protestant Episcopal), San Fran- 
cisco, on the day before the opening of the 
triennial General Assembly of the National 
Council of Churches meeting in that city. 
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By EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 


its mission to our nation and to the world 
“that the world may believe.” 

Before setting forth the basic prin- 
ciples of the union which I propose, it is, 
I think, important to make clear the com- 
pelling considerations that have moved 
me to believe that union ought now to 
be sought by us and to clear away some 
possible misunderstandings of reasons 
and motives for seeking it. 

A Local Unity 

First of all, I am moved by the convic- 
tion that Jesus Christ, whom all of us 
confess as our divine Lord and Savior, 
wills that his church be one. This does 
not mean that his church must be uni- 
form, authoritarian, or a single mammoth 
organization. But it does mean that our 
separate organizations, however much we 
sincerely try to cooperate in councils, 
present a tragically divided church to a 
tragically divided world. Our divided 
state makes almost unbelievable our com- 
mon Christian claim that Jesus Christ is 
Lord and that he is the Prince of Peace. 
The goal of our unity or union in which 
we ought to be interested was clearly 
stated by the central committee of the 
World Council of Churches last summer. 
The unity sought is primarily a local 
unity, “one which brings all in each place 
who confess Jesus Christ as Lord into 
a fully committed fellowship with one 
another.” The World Council statement 
emphasized that the unity sought “is not 
one of uniformity nor a monolithic power 
structure.” The point of church reunion 
is not to be found chiefly in national or 
international organization; it is found 
most fundamentally in local communion 
and common witness in all the places 
where men live. 

In October I was at a political dinner 
at which I had been invited to give the 
invocation. A gentleman introduced him- 
self to me as we were waiting to go in 
to the tables and asked me what church 
I represented. When I told him, he said, 
“My wife is a Presbyterian. I am an 
Episcopalian. We go happily to each 
other’s churches. Why don’t vou church 
officials do something about bringing our 
churches together?” Many such ordinary 
Christians wonder why we continue to 
be divided. 

In The Christian Century last Janu- 
ary, Bishop Pike wrote, “. . . Of this I 
am sure: The Holy Ghost is on our side 
whenever we break through the barriers 
between Christian bodies. He will in- 
creasingly provide guidance to show the 
ways in which we can defeat the compla- 
cent obstinancy of our national church 
bodies in this regard.” 


And I am sure that Bishop Pike agrees 
with me that there are many complacen- 
cies in local churches among members 
and ministers that must be disturbed by 
the Holy Ghost if Christ’s will for his 
church is to be accomplished in our time 
and place. For although many American 
church members are ready to criticize 
their church leaders for inaction, I fear 
that just as many are complacently happy 
in the divided state of the church. 

The “Religious” Issue 

Another clear reason for moving to- 
ward the union of American churches at 
this time came home to me with com- 
pelling force during the presidential cam- 
paign this fall. The religious issue was, 
you will remember, quite generally dis- 
cussed even though all the high-level 
politicians attempted to avoid it as much 
as possible. Now that the election has 
been decided and nobody really knows 
how much the religious question figured 
in the result, I recall the issue to remind 
you that one result is clear. Every Chris- 
tian church, Protestant, Orthodox, An- 
glican and Roman Catholic, has been 
weakened by it. Never before have so 
many Americans agreed that the Chris- 
tian churches, divided as they are, can- 
not be trusted to bring to the American 
people an objective and authentic word 
of God on a political issue. Americans 
more than ever see the churches of Jesus 
Christ as competing social groups pull- 
ing and hauling, propagandizing and 
pressuring for their own organizational 
advantages. 

And this is at a time when the United 
States of America finds itself at a pin- 
nacle of world power and leadership— 
needing for herself and the whole free 
world that kind of spiritual vision and 
inspiration that only the Church of Jesus 
Christ, renewed and reunited can give. 
Our culture, our civilization, our world 
leadership are under the materialistic 
threat of Marxist communism. But our 
culture becomes increasingly secular, our 
civilization becomes increasingly deca- 
dent, and our world leadership becomes 
increasingly confused precisely because 
their Christian foundations are under- 
mined and eroded. And our divided 
churches, all more and more sectarian in 
fact, are all therefore less and less Chris- 
tian in influence. 
Presbyterian-Reformed Statement 

Finally, I am moved to propose this 
step of church union because my proposal 
grows out of the convictions expressed 
in 1959 by thirty-four leaders of Presby- 
terian and Reformed Churches, theolo- 
gians and administrators, from all over 
the world in an address to their fellow- 
Christians, made on the occasion of the 
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400th anniversary of the Calvinist Refor- 
mation. We said: 

“The occasion we celebrate [i.e., the 
400th anniversary of the beginnings of 
Presbyterianism] makes invitations more 
appropriate than proclamations. We our- 
selves are ready to accept all invitations 
from sister churches to that comparison of 
opinion and experience in which Chris- 
tians submit themselves afresh to the Lord 
of the church. And we issue our own in- 
vitations to all who would, with us, put 
their traditions and systems under the 
judgment of Christ, seeking his correction, 
and ready to relinquish what he does not 
approve. 

“All that we claim for the Presbyterian 
and Reformed Churches we would lay on 
the altar. We offer it all to our fellow- 
Christians for whatever use it may be to 
the whole church. With the whole church 
we hold ourselves alert for the surprises 
with which the Lord of history can alter 
the tempo of our renewal, and for the new 
forms with which an eternally recreating 
God can startle us while he secures his 
church.” 

In this spirit and out of this convic- 
tion, I now propose the principles upon 
which a church union of the scope I have 
suggested may be even now possible of 
achievement under God. 


Reformed and Catholic 

Let me begin by re-emphasizing the 
requirement that a reunited church must 
be both reformed and catholic. If at this 
time we are to begin to bridge over the 
chasm of the Reformation, those of us 
who are of the Reformation tradition 
must recapture an appreciation of all 
that has been preserved by the catholic 
parts of the church, and equally those of 
the catholic tradition must be willing to 
accept and take to themselves as of God 
all that nearly five hundred vears of 
reformation has contributed to the re- 
newal of Christ’s church. 

Let me pause here to be quite sure that 
all of you understand exactly the sense 
in which I am using the word catholic. 
In common parlance in America we often 
talk about “the Catholic Church” and 
mean “the Roman Catholic Church.” 
That is not the meaning of catholic that 
I here use. At the other extreme all our 
churches repeat the Apostles’ Creed in 
which we say, “I believe in the Holy 
Catholic Church.” All of us claim to 
be catholic in the strict sense of con- 
fessing that Jesus Christ has established 
one universal church in all ages and in 
all places and that we are at least part 
of it. Here, however, I have used the 
word catholic in still a third sense when 
I speak of the “catholic parts of the 
church.” I refer to those practices and 
to those understandings of faith and or- 
der, of church and sacraments which are 
catholic in contrast to the Protestant or 
evangelical practices and understandings. 
I refer specifically, for example, to the 
Anglo-Catholic or high church practices 
and understandings of your own church. 
When I say then that the proposal I make 
is to establish a church both catholic and 
reformed, IT mean one which unites cath- 
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olic and reformed understandings and 
practices in an even broader and deeper 
way than that already present in your 
communion. 

Such a union as I now propose must 
have within it the kind of broad and 
deep agreement which gives promise of 
much wider union than seems possible at 
the present moment, looking ultimately 
to the reunion of the whole of Christ's 
church. 


Continuity 

First, let me list the principles of re- 
union that are important to all who are 
of catholic tradition: 

1. The reunited church must have vis- 
ible and historical continuity with the 
church of all ages before and after the 
Reformation. This will include a min- 
istry which by its orders and ordination 
is recognized as widely as possible by all 
other Christian bodies. To this end, I 
propose that, without adopting any par- 
ticular theory of historic succession, the 
reunited church shall provide at its in- 
ception for the consecration of all its 
bishops by bishops and presbyters both 
in the apostolic succession and out of it 
from all over the world from all Christian 
churches which would authorize or per- 
mit them to take part. 

I propose further that the whole min- 
istry of the uniting churches would then 
be unified at solemn services at which 
bishops and representative ministers from 
each church would, in humble dependence 
on God, act and pray that the Holy Spirit 
would supply to all and through all what 
each has to contribute and whatever each 
may need of the fullness of Christ’s grace, 
commission and authority for the exer- 
cise of a new larger ministry in this wider 
visible manifestation of Christ’s Holy 
and Catholic Church. You will note that 
this proposal implies no questioning of 
the reality of any previous consecration 
or ordination, nor any questioning of 
their having been blessed and used by 
God. It does imply that a renewal of 
our obedience to Jesus Christ in this 
visible uniting of his church can be the 
oceasion of fresh indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit and a new charisma [gift of grace | 
for us all. 

I mention first this principle of visible 
and historical continuity not because it 
is necessarily the most important to the 
catholic Christian but because it is the 
only basis on which a broad reunion can 
take place, and because it is and will 
continue to be the most difficult catholic 
conviction for evangelicals to understand 
and to accept. My proposal is simply to 
cut the Gordian knot of hundreds of vears 
of controversy by establishing in the 
united church an historic ministry recog- 
nized by all without doubt or scruple. 
The necessary safeguards and controls 
of such a ministry will become clear 
when I am listing the principles of re- 
union that catholic-minded Christians 





must grant to evangelicals if there is to 
be reunion between them. 
Trinitarian Faith 

2. The reunited church must clearly 
confess the historic trinitarian faith re- 
ceived from the Apostles and set forth in 
the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds. Here 
there is no real issue between the Pres- 
byterian and Episcopal churches. The 
difference that must be bridged is the 
issue between those in all our churches 
who stand for a corporate confession of 
historic faith and those who fear that 
any required confession is too restrictive. 
A quarter of a century ago this would 
have been a sharper issue and more diffi- 
cult to bridge. The tendency of the Pres- 
byterian Church to be over-legalistic and 
of the Episcopal Church to be over-tra- 
ditional have been modified by renewed 
theological and biblical understanding in 
our time. Equally, the tendency in some 
of the so-called free churches to suppose 
that no belief, that no confession of the 
faith, was necessary has given way to a 
general recognition of the necessity of 
corporate and individual confession of 
Christian faith as against the secular, 
humanistic, and atheistic ideologies of 
our times. 

3. The reunited church must admin- 
ister the two sacraments instituted by 
Christ, the Lord’s Supper (or Holy Com- 
munion, or Eucharist) and _ baptism. 
These must be understood truly as means 
of grace by which God’s grace and pres- 
ence are made available to his people. It 
will not be necessary, I trust, for a pre- 
cise doctrinal agreement to be reached 
about the mode of operation of the sacra- 
ments so long as the proper catholic con- 
cern for their reality is protected so that, 
with the Word, the Sacrament is recog- 
nized as a true means of grace and not 
merely a symbolic memorial. 

Much more could be said. Doubtless 
there are those of catholic tradition who 
would like even at this stage to add pre- 
cise points to protect their consciences 
and convictions. The above, however, are 
the basic points and seem to me to be 
enough to be listed as basic principles if 
we are willing to add one more word. It 
must be agreed that every attempt will be 
made by those drawing up an actual plan 
of union to include within it those es- 
sentials of catholic practice and faith 
that will enable those of that persuasion 
to worship and witness joyfully and in 
good conscience within the fellowship 
of the united church. 

Reformed Emphases 

And now let me list the principles of 
reunion that are important to all who are 
of the reformation tradition: 

1. The reunited church must accept the 
principle of continuing reformation un- 
der the Word of God by the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. A few years ago I would 
have felt that here was an issue on which 
no possible agreement could be reached. 
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The reformation churches have tradi- 
tionally found their authority for faith 
and life in the Scriptures alone. So long 
as the wording, “sola scriptura,” is re- 
quired, no bridge can be made between 
catholic and evangelical. But it is now 
clear in ecumenical conversations that 
Protestants generally have come to recog- 
nize the right place of tradition, just as 
catholics have generally become aware 
of the rightness of judging all tradition 
by the Scriptures as interpreted to the 
church by the Holy Spirit. 

The point that the reformation tradi- 
tion does require from a reunited church 
is that God, speaking through the Scrip- 
tures, must be able to reform the church 
from age to age. While the Bible is not 
a law book or a collection of proof-texts, 
it is God’s instrument to speak his sav- 
ing word to Christians and to the church. 
If the catholic must insist on taking the 
sacraments more seriously than some 
Protestants have sometimes done, so Prot- 
estants in the reunited church must in- 
sist on catholics fully accepting the refor- 
mation principle that God has revealed 
and can reveal himself and his will more 
and more fully through the Holy Scrip- 
tures. The reunited church must keep 
word and sacrament equally and inti- 
mately united in understanding and ap- 
preciation. 


Democratic Government 


2. The reunited church must be truly 
democratic in its government, recognizing 
that the whole people of God are Christ’s 
church, that all Christians are Christ's 
ministers even though some in the church 
are separated and ordained to the minis- 
try of word and sacrament. You will 
have noticed that in the first catholic 
principle which I mentioned I proposed 
that the traditional three-fold ministry 
in the apostolic succession be established 
in the reunited church. If evangelical 
Protestants are to enter such a church 
with joy and in conscience there are sev- 
eral subsidiary points that must be made 
clear in the government and ethos of the 
reunited church. 

Episcopal churches should recognize 
that it will be with great reluctance that 
Presbyterians and Congregationalists 
will accept bishops in the structure of 
the church. I should say, however, that 
there are many aspects of Episcopacy that 
American Presbyterians and other non- 
Episcopal churches more and more gen- 
erally recognize as valuable and needed. 
We Presbyterians, for example, need pas- 
tors of pastors quite desperately, and we 
know it. But we don’t need an aristo- 
cratic or authoritarian hierarchy, and we 
don’t believe a reunited church does 
either. Furthermore, Congregationalists 
and Presbyterians need to recognize how 
much of democracy is now practiced in 
American episcopal churches. In this 
diocese I remind you that presbyteries 
have been already established. 
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On the positive side we Presbyterians 
would offer to the reunited church the 
office of the ordained ruling elder, elected 
by the people in their congregations to 
share fully and equally in the govern- 
men of the church. It will be important 
for all entering this union to attempt cre- 
atively to develop a new form of govern- 
ment that avoids the monarchical, cler- 
ical, and authoritarian tendencies that 
have been historically the dangers of 
episcopal church government. Equally 
this new form of government must avoid 
the bureaucratic dangers that appear to 
be the chief threat of non-episcopal 
churches. It is the essence of Protestant 
concern, however, that decisions should 
generally be made by ordered groups of 
men under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit rather than by a man who has per- 
sonal authority to impose on others his 
decision or judgment. 

While Protestants more and more rec- 
ognize that a catholic understanding of 
the sacraments does not necessarily im- 
ply a clerical control of the church or the 
priestly abuses that introduced fear and 
magic into the medieval church and chief- 
ly caused the Reformation, nevertheless 
they hold the conviction as strongly as 
ever that clericalism and priestly control 
of the church must be guarded against 
by a government of the church in which 
lay people and ministers share equally. 

It will be further important to con- 
tinue to protect in the united church the 
responsible freedom of congregations in- 
cluding the election of their pastors and 
the responsible freedom of ministers to 
answer the call of God received through 
the free action of the people. I may say 
that this ought to present no great prob- 
lem since all our churches are loyally 
congregational in this respect. At the 
same time I would hope that all of those 
entering into such a union as I here pro- 
pose would be concerned also to find a 
way in the context of such freedom to 
preserve the Methodist ability to find 
some place of employment of his gifts for 
every minister who is in good and regular 
standing. If the reunited church is to 
have a dedicated and competent ministry, 
we must find a better way than any of 
us has vet found to recruit, educate, and 
employ a ministry, avoiding on the one 
hand professionalism and on the other 
that kind of equalitarianism which pro- 
duces disorder and anarchy in the church. 


Brotherhood 


3. The reunited church must seek in 
a new way to recapture the brotherhood 
and sense of fellowship of all its mem- 
bers and ministers. Let me _ illustrate 
what I mean by a series of suggestions 
of what might appear on the surface to 
be minor matters but which if creatively 
resolved in the reunited church would not 
only remove many Protestant misgivings 
but would, I believe, strengthen the wit- 
ness of the church to the world. Since it 


appears to be necessary to have certain 
inequalities in status in the church as 
between members and officers, and as 
among deacons, presbyters, and bishops, 
let us make certain that the more status 
a member or minister has, the more sim- 
ple be his dress and attitude. Let us seek 
to make it evident in every possible way 
that in the church the greatest is the 
servant of all. “My Brother” is a better 
form of Christian address than “Your 
Grace.” A simple cassock is generally a 
better Christian garb for the highest 
member of the clergy than cape and miter. 
And must there be grades of reverends, 
very, right, most, etc.? Do there even 
need to be any reverends at all? It is 
actually provided explicitly in the Union 
Plan of Ceylon that a bishop shall not 
be addressed as “My Lord.” It would be 
my hope that those planning for a re- 
united church would take the occasion 
to find many ways to exhibit to each other 
and to the world that we take seriously 
our Lord’s word, ‘‘You know that those 
who are supposed to rule over the Gen- 
tiles lord it over them and their great men 
exercise authority over them. But it shall 
not be so among you; but whoever would 
be great among you must be your serv- 
ant.” 

Clearly connected with this will be 
such matters as finding a way to avoid 
too great inequities in ministers’ salaries, 
in the richness or grandeur of ecclesias- 
tical establishments, lest the poor be 
alienated or the world conclude that lux- 
ury has sapped the soul of the church. 
I speak in the full recognition of the 
spiritual value of this great church and 
the rightness of completing it in beauty. 
Yet I speak for simplicity and brother- 
hood as ever being the requirement of 
Christ’s church. 

Diversity 

4. Finally, the reunited church must 
find the way to include within its cath- 
olicity (and because of it) a wide di- 
versity of theological formulation of the 
faith and a variety of worship and liturgy 
including worship that is non-liturgical. 

The great confessions of the Reforma- 
tion must have their place in the confes- 
sion, teaching, and history of the re- 
united church just as do the ecumenical 
agreements of the undivided church. I 
would hope that such a Reformation con- 
fession as the Heidelberg Catechism, 
partly because of its Lutheran elements, 
might be lifted up in some acceptable 
formula as having a proper place in the 
confession of the whole church. And 
further, the reunited church should, as 
led by the Holy Spirit under the Word, 
from time to time seek to confess its 
united faith to the world in new formu- 
lations appropriate to its place and time. 
Our two churches, however, need to ap- 
preciate better than they have the fact 
that the direct and joyful experience of 
Jesus Christ as John Wesley knew it can 
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be restricted too muc] by over-reliance 
on creedal formulas. Our two churches 
need to appreciate better than they have 
the liberating and creative inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit in the theological free- 
dom of the congregational churches at 
their best. 

Thus the united church must avoid that 
kind of legalistic formulation of doctrine 
which on the ground of expressing unity 
of faith in fact produces a sterile uni- 
formity which breeds alternately neglect 
and schism. 

In worship there is great value in a 
commonly used, loved, and recognized 
liturgy. But such liturgy ought not to be 
imposed by authority or to be made bind- 
ing upon the Holy Spirit or the congre- 
gations. More and more it would be our 
hope that in such a church, as is here 
proposed, there would be developed com- 
mon ways of worship both historic and 
freshly inspired. But history proves too 
well that imposed liturgy, like imposed 
formulation of doctrine, often destroys 
the very unity it is designed to strengthen. 

Again there are many more things that 
those of the evangelical tradition in all 
our churches would doubtless like at this 
stage to add as pre ise points to protect 
their consciences and convictions. The 
however, seem to be the essential 
and b is 


above. 
points which such a union as 
I propose would require if here again 
we are willing to add one more word. Wi 
must agree that every attempt will lb 
made by those drawing up the plan of 
union to include within it those essentials 
of Reformation faith and practice that 
will enable those of that persuasion to 
worship and witness joyfully and with 
good conscience within the fellowship of 
the reunited church. 
Sustained Relationships 

Here I would insert the assumption 
that all would understand that the re 
united church must remain in the ecu- 
menical movement and its councils. It 
must be no less—it must be even more 
bevond itself, recognizing that 
its reunion was but a stage and a step 


concerne d 


toward that unity which Christ requires 
his church to manifest. This means also 
that the reunited church must provide 
that such relationships of fellowship, co- 
operation, and intercommunion as _ the 
several churches now have will be con- 
tinued; this despite the difficulty and 
tension that such ambiguous relation- 
ships will continue to cause. 

In conclusion I would remind you that 
precise ways of formulating such a re- 
union as I have sketched have been 
worked out in several ways, particularly 
in the sub-continent of India in the sev- 
eral plans of union there. One may ask 
why they have preceded us in this, and 
alternatively why we should look to their 
example for light and inspiration toward 
union here. 

The answer to these questions is a 
simple one. Christians in India recognize 
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themselves to be a small and beleaguered 
minority in a pagan and secular world. 
They have realized full well that they 
could not afford the luxury of their divi- 
sions. I submit that even though our 
numbers and wealth and prestige may be 
greater than theirs, we too need to recog- 
nize that we cannot afford longer the 
luxury of our historic divisions. It is 
conviction that I have 
felt impelled to preach this sermon. 


because of this 


Possible Steps 

Chere are two results that I pray may, 
under God, come from it. If there is 
suppert for what I have said in my own 
church, any 
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or all of our presbyteries 
may, if they will, overture the General! As- 
sembly which meets next May asking that 
Assembly to make an official proposal. 
I further hope that the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, by its own processes will 
also take an early action in this direction 
so that in your General Convention next 
fall the invitation to the Methodist 
Church and the United Church of Christ 
may be jointly issued to proceed to draw 
up a plan of union to which any other 
churches of Jesus Christ accepting 
bases suggested and the plan deve 
will be warmly invited to join. 

Now I have not forgotten that this is 
a sermon and that it is an unconscion- 
ably long time since I announced my text. 
To vou who have patiently listened to my 
longer-than-usual exposition. I ask one 
thing more: t] 


at vou pray for the reunion 
of Christ’s church and that as vou think 
about it and examine your own he 


and mind, vou do it in the spirit of the 
Apostle Paul when he addressed the 
saints and bishops and deacons of the 


church at Philippi. 
Paul wrote, “Complete my joy by being 


of the same mind, having the same love, 


being in full accord and of one mind. 
The Apostle continued: “Do nothing 
from selfishness or conceit, but in hu- 
mility count others better than yourselves. 
Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests but also to the interests of others. 
Have this mind among yourselves which 
vou have in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men, and being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became obedient 
unto death, even death on a cross. There- 
fore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow and every 
tongue confess that Jesus is Lord to the 
glory of God the father.” 

If vou, dear friends, and all others 
who consider and discuss this proposal 
do so in this spirit and from this motive, 
I have no fear but that the eternally 
recreative God will find his way to renew 
and reunite his church. 
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EDITORIAL 


Hope at Christmas 

Some of our Christmas features were 
discarded in order to provide the full text 
of the Blake unity proposals given on 
the eve of the General Assembly of the 
National Council of Churches in San 
Fi 


rancisco. 





But who will say that this sermon is 
not, in the deepest sense, a Christmas 
message of hope and goodwill of the first 
order ? 

The gospel of reconciliation which we 
yroclaim is also addressed to the church 

or the churches!—and until it can 
make its witness approximate its profes- 
sion the burden upon it is very great. Two 
vears ago the Lambeth Conference (world 
Episcopalians) declared: 

* ‘Physician, heal thyself’—such is the 
challenge which comes with ever increas- 
ing urgency to the church today, as the 
church seeks, in obedience to Christ, to 
proclaim the word of reconciliation in the 
midst of a world torn by divisions and 
conflicts. ...” 


Granted, after generations of division 
and suspicion, the human impossibility 
of this oo) 

Granted, all the dangers of bigness and 
power. 

Granted, evervthing that can be said 
against it. ... 

With men, it is impossible; but the 
Spirit of God appears to be moving over 
the face of the earth today, reversing tra- 
ditions of great honor and confronting 
us with the consequences of our weakened 
witness. 

Twenty-five years—50 or 100 years— 
who can say what can happen in that 
time? After all, we have been a long time 
getting ourselves into our present un- 
happy divisions and it will take a long 
time for us to allow ourselves to be led 
out. 

Perhaps it is folly to dream such 
dreams, but, as someone has said, “Will 
you wish it to be true?” 

If you will, it is appropriate to begin 
on vour knees. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








com! 


prou 





an 
offi 
ter 
ind 
Chi 
por 
mo 
tiv 


col 
chi 
vel 
out 
the 
on 
vel 
the 
un 
Bl 
of 
elu 
the 
lin 
for 
ch 


DE 








-re 
xt 
on 
he 
an 


an 


wo 


rld 


the 
as- 
he 
to 
the 
nd 


ion 
ity 


nd 
id 


the 
ver 
ra- 
ing 
ed 





hat 
me 
in- 
yng 


led 


ich 
7ill 


gin 


OK 





Support Is Voiced 


Reactions to the Blake unity proposal 
(see above and page 5) were ready al- 
most when his sermon was completed. 
Episcopal Bishop James A. Pike of Cali- 
fornia, who was obviously in on the pro- 
posal—it is called the Blake-Pike plan 
—was in the pulpit and gave his imme- 
diate “enthusiastic Amen,” pledging his 
own pest efforts. 

An action of the 1958 Lambeth Con- 
(310 bishops of the Anglican 
communion from 46 countries), he said, 
brought a new authority into the picture 
when it “gave general approval to par- 
ticipation by our dioceses in the area in 
current unity plans, based on the same 
principles, in North India, Pakistan and 
Cevlon.”” He also quoted a significant 
statement from Lambeth calling for spe- 
cific steps toward a united church. 

President James I. McCord of Prince- 
ton Seminary, in a later talk in the Civic 
Auditorium in: San Francisco, declared 
that cooperation among Protestant bodies 
is not enough. He called for “a radical 
step forward” in the “quest for visible, 
orporate unity.” 

“TI am not speaking of any superficial 
level of fellowship. We are not dealing 
in bargains in brotherhood and time is 
no longer on our side.” 

President Theodore A. Gill of San 


f 


erence 


Francisco Theological Seminary partic- 
ipated in a panel discussion at the NCC 
Assembly where church leaders declared 
that union cannot wait for a merger of 


major denominations that will take ten 
vears at best. Dr. Gill, in leading the 
discussion, said: 


“We don’t have the luxury of calm 
contemplation. The gun is at the church’s 
head. We can never forget that the church 
is in retreat, that we minister in a situa- 
tion in which we are already losing. We 
must put up or shut up.” 


Presiding Bishop Arthur C. Lichten- 
erger of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church gave his warm endorsement of 
the proposal in the following statement: 


Blake has said he is speaking as 
dividual, that it is not as yet an 
] statement of the United Presby- 
terian Church. I can speak only as an 
individual member of the Episcopal 
Church. But certainly a plan of this pro- 
portion and depth will, I hope, be studied 
most carefully by our church and a posi- 
tive response made. 

“The details of the proposal will, of 
course, be subject to negotiation between 
churches if they enter into serious con- 
versations about this. It should be pointed 
out that for more than twelve years now 
the Episcopal Church’s Joint Commission 
on Approaches to Unity has been in con- 
versation with a similar commission of 
the Methodist Church looking towards a 
union of these two church bodies. Dr. 
Blake’s sermon provides the possibility 
of enlarging these conversations to in- 
clude churches of other traditions. 

“One of the most important features of 
the plan of union as Dr. Blake has out- 
lined it is that it would not only provide 
for full intercommunion between the 
churches thus brought together but would 
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unite them organically. This union would 
not mean a monolithic and authoritarian 
structure but a structure in which both 
catholic and reformed traditions would be 
united.” 


Lloyd of Maryville 


No American Presbyterian educator is 
better known, not only North and South, 
but around the world, than President 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd whose resignation as 
president of Maryville College in Ten- 
nessee has been announced to become ef- 
fective next summer. 

In his 30 years as a college president, 
Dr. Lloyd has been involved in the lead- 
ership of Presbyterian and interdenom- 
inational affairs at all levels, including 
an Assembly moderatorship and now as 


A Meditation for Christmas Eve 


president of the World Presbyterian Al- 
liance. He has been a devoted leader in 
the movement toward the reunion of the 
church, heading the USA Assembly’s 
committee in negotiations with the U. S. 
church and then with the United Pres- 
byterians which led to the formation of 
the United Presbyterian, USA, church. 

His primary assignment on behalf of 
Maryville has been discharged with dis- 
tinction, with the results of his leadership 
made evident in notable academic and 
physical advances on that campus. 

In many good works, educational and 
ecclesiastical, he has exerted a great in- 
fluence. It is to be hoped that his excep- 
tional talents will continue to be used in 
the same spheres for a long time to come. 


THREE UNWISE MEN 


By KENNETH 


“It is written; I will destroy the wis- 
dom of the sages. I will confound the 
insight of the wise.’—1 Corinthians 
1:19, Moffatt. 


HE WISE MEN, turning homeward, 
traveled with no star to guide. Per- 
chance sore doubt descended on their 
weary minds. If the light of faith was in 
them, it was but a spark in ashes, for from 
the east none came again to worship Him. 
In Bethlehem, under the golden star- 
light, all had been plain. Now on the 
long highway, in the cold desert morn- 
ings, with naught but the widsom of the 
Wise to guide them, their minds were 
hard beset with questionings, and they 
began to be afraid. 

“T wish we could have been certain,” 
said one. “That family is very poor. 
They are displaced persons, they live in 
borrowed lodgings. Long before the 
frankincense has lost its fragrance and 
the myrrh its perfume, the gold will all 
be gone. They will have to sell our gifts, 
they cannot afford to keep them. It will 
be years before that child is grown. One 
cannot be a king without wealth, and of 
wealth he has no hope.” 

“Tt is true,” said another sadly. “With- 
out wealth how can one be wise? It cost 
my family heavily to send me to the school 
of the sages and to keep me there. Who 
will be this child’s instructors? How can 
he come to us, how could he go even to 
the upstart Greeks for learning? How 
can he attain that knowledge of the world 
that comes only to those who travel far 
and meet the great men of the earth?” 

“Aye,” said the third. “The destruc- 
tion of the poor is their poverty. But it 
is not poverty alone that will hamper him, 
it is obscurity. Of his own people, how 
few were aware of his coming! His fam- 
ily is no great one, they are carpenters, 
I am told.” 


J. FOREMAN 


te Fy UT HE IS of the royal line,” said 
the second. 

“Royal line—of what? Of a slave peo- 
ple, without hope of winning again the 
land of their fathers. Or if this be the 
prince royal of the house of David, and 
if by some miracle he could restore the 
ancient throne, what of it? A desert chief- 
tain was David, his little kingdom scarce 
three hundred miles from end to end— 
a king only because greater kings had 
not vet coveted his barren land. Let the 
child be king if he can—the real rulers 
of the earth will make short work of 
him.” 


“Poor and obscure though he be,” said 
the first wise man, “I could have hope 
of him but for one thing. The penniless 
and the unknown have made their way 
to power ere now. But they had men to 
guide them, not women; sages, not car- 
penters. That Joseph is a feckless man. 
I see naught in his past but toil, and for 
the future, death is in his eyes. He is not 
long for this world .. . and then Mary, 
the mother, is all this child will have. 
A village girl, young, unschooled, with- 
out even the experience she might have 
learned from mothering other ~ children. 
Let her give him of her best, as mother- 
like she will, and what is that? A stream 
can rise no higher than its source. A 
peasant woman may suckle an infant 
king, but his power and his glory come 
not from her. Even if she has her way 
with him—and what mother can?—she 
will but make him like herself, womanish 
and weak.” 


o¢ NE STAR shines for him,” said 

the second, “‘but the other stars 
seem all against him. In some more fa- 
vored era his star might have prevailed, 
but not in this. Even now, among the 
seven Roman hills, is born the mightiest 
empire this world has ever seen. His own 
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land is filled with superstition, with beg- 
gary, with hatred. Clever knaves wear 
the high priest’s robe, adulterers ‘and 
murderers sit upon thrones. In a wiser, 
happier age a child might thrive, but this 
is no time to be born.” 

“T saw a star upon his cradle,” said 
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the third, “but I see no starlight on his 
dying head. Either he will sink into the 
mire of the world, or if he try to stand 
erect it will engulf him. He will be a 
sign to be spoken against. Suspicion will 
poison his fame, hatred will lay snares 
for him, the heel of the mighty shall 
crush him. We have lent adornment to 
a tragedy, we have but embellished the 
beginning of a dream.” 

“My masters,” said a young camel 
driver who had heard these words and 
more, “in the presence of the wise and 
prudent, speech is not comely for babes. 
Nevertheless ve speak but as men. What 
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if it is God who has so willed it? His 
ways are not as our ways. What if God 
has so chosen, that out of weakness and 
poverty, in the face of the power and the 
glory of the nations, out of the night of 
man’s despair, a new kingdom shall rise, 
not made with hands? Our world has 
seen the gleaming of silver and of gold, 
and been made blind by it; we have had 
sages and prophets and kings, and we are 
as we were before. All we have seen is 
the greed of the strong and the bitterness 
of the weak. What if now God speaks to 
us in a child—what if this be His child ?” 

The wise men fell silent. And in that 
silence, down the listening years they 
might have heard a wiser man: 

‘God has chosen what is foolish in 
the world to shame the wise; God has 
chosen what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong.”’ 


(Reprinted from THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
of Dec. 22, 1947.) 


President in Ceremony 
For Washington Home 


President Eisenhower laid the corner- 
stone in recent ceremonies for the New 
Ingleside, the building now under con- 
struction by the Presbyterian Home of 
the District of Columbia, whose execu- 
tive director is James S. Albertson. The 
home for senior citizens is a project of 
the Presbytery of Washington City. The 
three-story building now under construc- 
tion is the first unit of what is expected 
to be “the best-equipped home of its type 
in the East. When completed in early 
spring it will replace the present home at 
1818 Newton St., N. W., providing living 
facilities for 80 men and women and 
some of the permanent staff. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE 
SON OF GOD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for January 1, 1961 


John 1:1-14; 20:30-31 


For the next three months we are to 
study the Gospel which has been termed 
“the most familiar and best loved book 
in the world.” According to the late 
Charles R. Erdman, “It has induced 
more persons to follow Christ, it has 
inspired more believers to loyal service 
than any other book that could be 
named.” Let us resolve at the very be- 
ginning of our study to do our best to 
grasp more fully the message of this sub- 
lime book for our own lives. 

There are a few introductory questions 
that we ought to consider before we be- 
gin. 

1. Who Wrote the Gospel? The book 
itself is anonymous. It does not claim 
to have been written by the Apostle John. 
Some scholars think it was written by 
another John, known in history as John 
the Elder, who was himself the beloved 
disciple referred to in the Gospel, or else 
an evangelist who based his Gospel on 
the personal testimony of the beloved dis- 
ciple. In the judgment of William Bar- 
clay, one of our outstanding New Testa- 
ment scholars, the actual penman of the 
Gospel was John the Elder; the mind 
and memory behind the Gospel was the 
aged John the Apostle, the master whom 
John the Elder always thought of and 
described as “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved.” In any case, there is no good rea- 
son to doubt but that directly or indi- 
rectly the Gospel goes back to that be- 
loved disciple who leaned on _ Jesus’ 
bosom. 

2. When Was it Written? Traditions 
are unanimous in giving Ephesus as the 
place where John resided during the lat- 
ter part of his life and where the Fourth 
Gospel was written. There is no sufficient 
reason for doubting this strong testimony, 
which may be accepted as practically 
certain. Ephesus was the most important 
city of Asia Minor and the church in 
this city was at the time the most influ- 
ential church in Christendom. The pre- 
cise date at which John wrote cannot be 
determined with certainty. There are in- 
dications, however, in the Gospel itself 
that it was written late in the apostle’s 
lifetime—about 95-100 A.D. 

“In his narrative he seems to be look- 
ing back after a long period of time. And 
as we study it, we feel that it is the result 
of a larger experience of God’s provi- 
dence, and a wider comprehension of 
the meaning of his kingdom than was 
possible at the time when the other evan- 
gelists wrote their Gospels.” In fact, the 
author’s reflections are so mingled with 
Jesus’ actual sayings that it is often dif- 
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ficult to draw the exact line between the 
Lord’s own words and those of the evan- 
gelist. “Yet though seen only through 
John’s soul it is Christ’s self we see. He 
is not John’s creation.” 

3. Why Was the Gospel Written? 
When John wrote the first generation of 
Christians, those who had a personal 
knowledge of the Lord, were dying off. 
Christianity meanwhile was growing 
among the Gentiles. For them Jewish 
categories—such expressions as Christ, 
referring to the promised Messiah—had 
little meaning. The gospel needed to be 
put into terms that cultured representa- 
tives of the Graeco-Roman civilization 
could understand. Also heresies had 
arisen—Gnosticism, for example, which 
rejected the full deity and also the full 
humanity of Jesus Christ. John wrote, 
evidently, with this double situation in 
mind. As a recent scholar has put it, 
the author “translates the Christian gos- 
pel into terms which would best win a 
hearing in a world that was teeming with 
religious speculation and was hungry for 
a knowledge of God.” 

The purpose with which the evangelist 
wrote he himself has plainly told us: 
“That you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believ- 
ing, you may have life in his name” 
(20:21). This purpose, which the author 
ever keeps in view, has largely determined 
the form into which the Gospel is cast. 
He has not attempted to give us a com- 
plete account of Jesus’ life or a chrono- 
logical account. He has selected those 
scenes in Jesus’ life which most directly 
bear on his purpose. And “the different 
scenes from the life of Jesus which he 
puts before us are not only carefully se- 
lected, but carefully arranged leading us 
step by step to the conclusion expressed 
in the confession of Thomas, ‘My Lord 
and my God!’ ” 

We are to study at the present time the 
prologue to the Gospel. “These first 
eighteen verses are related to the rest of 
the Gospel as a preface to a book and are 
a part of it in the sense that the opening 
bars that contain the composer’s theme 
are part of a musical production.” But 
the prologue is more than a preface. It 
is at the same time a summary restate- 
ment of the Christian gospel in terms that 
a cultured Greek could understand. 


1. Before the Gospel Era, 1:1-5 

1. Nature of God’s Word, 1:1-2. The 
Greek term which in our English ver- 
sions of the Bible is translated as “the 
Word” (it might also be translated as 


“Reason” or “‘Wisdom™) was a familiar 
and a significant term in both Jewish 
and Gentile thought. The Hebrew Scrip- 
tures, for example, have much to say 
about the Divine Voice in creation, the 
creative Word (Gen. 1:81; Ps. 33:6, 
etc.); and in later Jewish literature the 
Word (Wisdom) of God is semi-person- 
alized. 

In Greek philosophy the term Logos 
was used also to express the rational 
principle or creative force of the world, 
deity expressing itself in action—the rea- 
son or mind back of the universe. 

Philo, a great Jewish philosopher, who 
was a contemporary of Jesus (living in 
Alexandria, the educational center of the 
Roman empire) tried to combine Jewish 
and Gentile thought on the subject. 

“With him the Logos (or Word) was the 
embodiment of the divine powers which 
acted upon the universe, the intermediary 
between God and man, the interpreter of 
God’s will to man, the High Priest of man 
to God, at times so personified that he 


could be called ‘divine’ and even ‘a second 
God.’” 


Dr. Bernard says: 


“We may be sure that the Logos of 
God was as familiar a topic in the edu- 
cated circles of Asia Minor as the doctrine 
of evolution is in Europe or America at 
the present day, and was discussed not 
only by the learned, but by half-instructed 
votaries of many religions.” 

In John’s day, then, the Word meant 
all that God had to say to man in any 
way and by any method. It was also the 
divine Reason which lay back of the uni- 
verse, and of which all creation was only 
the manifestation. 

John says three things about this 
Logos, the Word through which God re- 
veals himself, the Reason which is the 
ultimate explanation of all things in 
heaven and earth. 

(1) Jt Is Eternal. “In the beginning 
was the Word.” The phrase, “in the be- 
ginning,’ means “in the beginning of 
history,” and also “at the root of the 
universe.” The Greek word translated 
“was” means “to exist absolutely’ as 
contrasted with the idea of coming into 
existence. The Word did not come into 
existence in the beginning. It existed 
already ‘in the beginning.” It has always 
existed. It is eternal. 

(2) It Is Personal. ‘“‘The Word was 
with God.”’ If the Word (or Reason) was 
thus in the beginning, what relation did 
it hold to God? Was it merely an attri- 
bute of God (as some of the early Church 
Fathers believed), or an activity of God? 
The Greek phrase translated “with God” 
implies personal intercourse. It might 
be translated “face to face with God.” 
It is regularly employed in expressing the 
presence of one person with another. As 
Chrysostom, one of the early Greek Fa- 
thers, said: The Logos was “not in God, 
but with God, as person with person, 
eternally.” 


(3) He Is Divine. “The Word was 
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God.’ The Word is distinguishable from 
God, not, however, a secondary God, nor 
even a second God, nor yet identified with 
al] that can be called God (in that case 
the article would have been used in the 
Greek), but nonetheless God, “The Word 
was God.” The Greek expression means 
that he partook of the divine nature. As 
Dr. Garvie has expressed it: “The Word 
is God’s self-revealing activity, within 
God himself before the world was, dis- 
tinguished but not separated from God.” 
Or as the church very early learned to 
say: “There are three persons in the 
Godhead, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
and these three are one God, the same in 
substance, equal in power and glory.” 
The word “person” in this familiar def- 
inition of the Trinity is somewhat con- 
fusing. It did not mean to the Church 
Fathers who first emploved it exactly 
what it means to the modern mind. Ac- 
cording to some of our ablest modern 
theologians, it might be better expressed 
as “one God in three modes of being.” 

Ictivity of God's Word, 1:3-5 
What activities did the Word engage in 
before the beginning of the gospel era? 
According to John: 

(1) He Was the Creator of All Things: 
*“All things were made through him, and 
without him was not anything made that 
was made.”” Back of the creation of the 
world was the Divine Word, the Divin 
Reason. Science is busy today unraveling 
the process of creation, and we wish it 
all success in its undertaking. In so far 
thinking the 
thoughts of God after him. But science 
cannot explain how the 
or why the process continues, or why it 
explained in rational terms. 
Science and Revelation are not contra- 
cdi Atory, therefore the Vv are supplemen- 
tary. Science describes rightly or wrong 
ly the way in which all things were creat- 
ed. John tells us that back of the process 
there was the Divine Word, the Divine 
Reason, which was in the beginning with 
God and which was himself God. 

(2) He Was the Source of All Life, the 
wellspring from which every form of life 
physical, intellectual, moral, 
and eternal flows. Here 
no contradiction between science and re- 
ligion. Science is descriptive and tenta- 
tive. It describes the different forms 
through which life has passed, the differ- 
ent modes which it now assumes. Revela- 
tion is explanatory and final. All things, 
all life, has come from the divine Word, 
the divine Reason, the divine Wisdom, 
which was in the beginning with God and 
which was God. 

(3) He Was the Source of All Light 
(i.e., of all truth). That life which was 
the fountain of existence to all things 
was especially the light of men. We must 
not limit the truth referred to here to 
Old Testament prophecy or revelation; 
it includes also the light of conscience 
and reason. The truth discovered by the 
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great moralists of the human race, by 
philosophers and scientists, as well as 
the truth revealed in the Bible, has come 
from the Divine Reason, from God, who 
has revealed himself through his Word. 
John is referring primarily however to 
moral and spiritual truth. This light has 
been shining uninterruptedly from the 
beginning even unto now in the midst 
of moral and spiritual darkness (that is, 
ignorance and sin) “and the darkness 
has not overcome it’’—so vs. 5 is trans- 
lated by the RSV. 


ll. During the Gospel Era, 1:6-18 


1. The Light (i.e., Truth) Came into 
the Ii orld, 6-18. To prove his point, John 
is to cite witness after witness in the 
pages that follow. Only one is mentioned 
here, the first of them all, John the Bap- 
tist. John was a man sent from God. He 
came to bear witness to the Light, that 
we might all believe through him. John 
himself was not the Light, our author is 
careful to mention that, because there 
were still some who « alled themselves dis- 
ciples of John. But he bore witness to 
the Light. For the source of all the Light 
which the human race had ever used was 
(in the time of John) making a new 
invasion into the world of men. 

The last sentence seems to express the 
meaning of verse 9. The verse may be 
ranslated in a variety of ways, and its 
exact meaning is uncertain. The _ best 
translation, however, seems to be that 
if the xsv. “The true light that enlightens 
every min was |then] coming into the 

John bore witness to this fact, 
the coming of the Light. 
the Light received 2 On the 
evangelist tells us, it was 
rejected. “Phe Light came into the world, 
the world which he had made, and which, 
should have been the more 
ready to receive him, and the world did 
not even recognize him. But that was 
not the worst of it. He came unto his 
own, his own people, whom he had train- 
ed and instructed through the ages, and 
his own received him not. The word used 
here is a stronger one than that used in 
the previous verse. The world did not 
recognize him. His own people did not 
welcome him. 

But the Light was not rejected by all. 
There were some who did receive him. 
To all of these he gave power (RSV) to 
hecome the sons of God. Note that, ac- 
cording to John’s conceptions, and this is 
also the teaching of Jesus, we are not 
all the sons of God. Only those can right- 
Iv be called sons of God who have come 
to share in the divine life. Physical birth 
does not insure spiritual birth. The latter 
comes not of blood (considered to be the 
physical source of life), nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man. It 
comes from God, and it comes to those 
who receive Jesus, those who believe in 
his name. 

John has spoken of the coming of the 
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Light. He now puts the same truth in 
different form. 

2. The Word Became Flesh, 1:14-18. 
Let us consider first the fact of the in- 
carnation—and second, its results. 

(1) The Fact of the Incarnation. John 
tells us that the Word became flesh. He 
does not mean that the Divine Word, the 
Divine Wisdom, became flesh in the sense 
that he was turned into flesh, or ceased 
to be what he was before; but that he 
became embodied in human form, he 
dwelt in human guise. “It is as if John 
said: ‘If the whole character of the eter- 
nal God, his heart, his mind, his purpose 
in the universe, were condensed into one 
great word that would rightly represent 
him, that word would be Jesus Christ. 
He is the Living Word of God.’ ” 

Note particularly that Christ is not a 
word of God, he is the Word. 

“Every prophet was a word of God. 
Every great or good man since the world 
began, who has added anything to the 
general fund of virtue or of truth, has 
been a word of God. Galileo was God’s 
word to science. Luther was God’s word 
of religion. But Christ was the Word, 
the full and complete thought of God, ut- 
tered once for all, expressing the very 
soul of God.” 

But note that Jesus, as he walked and 
taught in Galilee, is not the eternal Word 
of God—that and nothing more. He is 
the Word become flesh—the Word in 
human form—one who is both God and 
man—God’s character, God’s purpose, 
God's will, God’s creature, God’s power, 
so far as it can be manifest in one who 
was both human and divine. 

There are many witnesses to this stu- 
pendous fact in the pages that follow. But 
there are three classes of witnesses whom 
John mentions here. First, there is John 
the Baptist. Then there are the early 
disciples. As John says: We beheld his 
glorv—‘that is, his character in action, 
unfolded, turned inside out as a flower 
in bloom, full of beauty, equally full of 
truth, grace, and reality embodied. ‘In 
that character,’ he says, ‘we saw such 
winsomeness,’ such divine perfection, that 
we could understand and interpret only as 
the Son of the Father.’ ” 

But there are also other witnesses 
whom he can summon. All those who had 
known Christ in their own experience, 
who have learned to know God through 
him, and have tasted of his grace, all true 
Christians through the ages, are valid 
witnesses to this fact. As John trium- 
phantly puts it: 

“For of his fulness we all receivec, and 
grace for grace (that is, grace upon grace, 
grace added to grace). For the law was 
given through Moses. Grace (i.e., the un- 
merited favor of God) and truth (i.e., 
moral and spiritual reality) came through 
Jesus Christ.” 

(2) So much for the fact of the in- 
carnation. What are the results? Noman 
has seen God at any time. The only be- 
gotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father (i.e., whose relation to the Father 
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JESUS BRINGS JOY 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for January 8, 1960 
John 2. Printed Text 2:1-11 


Our lesson last week dealt with the 
Prologue to John’s Gospel in which we 
are told that God’s Eternal Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, in the person 
of Jesus Christ. In chapter 2 we have 
the first of a series of signs in which 
Jesus “manifested his glory” (2:11). A 
sign, as used by John, means an inci- 
dent that reveals more than lies on the 
surface, here an incident that reveals 
Christ’s glorvy—that is, God’s love and 
being in him, so far as it can be appre- 
hended by men. Jesus’ glory was first 
manifested to the disciples, says John, 
at a wedding feast in Cana of Galilee. 


I. The Sign 


John the Baptist has appeared with his 
stirring call for repentance; Jesus had 
laid down his carpenter’s tools, identified 
himself with John’s movement, and be- 
gun to gather about himself a little group 
of disciples. On the third day after his 
return from the wilderness, there was a 
marriage in Cana, to which both Jesus 
and his mother were invited. Cana was 
a small village about six miles from Naz- 
areth, and Mary, it would seem from the 
story (e.g., her instructions to the serv- 
ants) was a close friend of the family, 
if not a near relative, and so it would be 
with Jesus. The family itself was evi- 
dently a poor one, since they did not have 
enough wine even at a wedding. Festivi- 
ties on such occasions lasted for several 
davs, sometimes a week, or even two. 
Friends and relatives were invited, and 
it was a time of feasting and merriment. 

According to Eastern ideas of hospi- 
tality, the failure of the wine would be 
both a calamity and a disgrace. Because 





is eternally that of one admitted to the 
deepest intimacy and closest fellowship), 
he has declared him. 

“He does not reveal all that is meant 
by the word God,” Archbishop Temple 
reminds us. ‘‘There ever remains the 
unsearchable abyss of deity. But he re- 
veals what it vitally concerns us to know 
—he reveals God as Father.” 

Here is the real theme of the Gospel 
according to John. Jesus Christ is the 
eternal revelation of the Father. We who 
have seen him have seen the Father. 

For Further Consideration: In what 
ways has Jesus Christ revealed God be- 
yond the revelation of science or philoso- 
phy? What difference would it make if 
nobody accepted what Jesus taught us 
about God? How can we best convince 
the world that God has really spoken 
through Christ? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scriy 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version 
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of her peculiar relation to the family 
Mary would also be disturbed. We do 
not know why she brought this to the 
attention of Jesus. It may be, as many 
expositors assume, that the belated and 
unexpected coming of Jesus and at least 
five of his disciples so taxed the limited 
provisions which had been made that an 
alarming scarcity ensued, and that Mary 
was calling her Son’s attention to this 
consequence of his presence and that of 
his disciples. It may be, on the other 
hand, that since Joseph’s death Mary had 
grown accustomed to depend on her eldest 
son, and felt that he could tell her what 
to do now to save their mutual friends 
from embarrassment. 

Jesus said, “O Woman, what have you 
to do with me? My hour has not yet 
come.” The word “woman” seems some- 
what discourteous or disrespectful to us, 
but as used in Jesus’ day there was no 
suggestion of this. Men then used the 
word “woman” where we would naturally 
say “mother” or “lady.” The rest of the 
phrase can be translated, “What is that 
to you and me?” i.e., “Never mind, don’t 
be worried” (Burkitt), or “What is a 
little thing like that to you and me?” 
(Souter), but the common usage of the 
phrase supports the idea of putting aside 
intervention. Goodspeed translates, ‘““Do 
not try to direct me. It is not vet time 
for me to act.” Barclay’s translation is, 
‘Lady, let me handle this in my own way. 
My hour has not yet come.” As Snow- 
den remarks, Jesus’ words do not con- 
tain the slightest hint of discourtesy, 
hut there is “‘an intimation of her that he 
must judge of the time and way of his 
own action, and could not use his power 


at the suggestion of another,’ even if 
that other is his own mother. He has 


embarked now on his messianic career, 
and their old relations must be altered. 
He adds that his hour—perhaps the hour 
for the manifestation of his glory in the 
way that she expected—was not vet come. 
When he does perform the miracle he 
does it quietly and without ostentation. 
Most of the guests are totally unaware 
of it. 

In his look or in his tone Mary under- 
stands that somehow he has decided to 
relieve the situation, and she is content 
with the answer that he gives. She said 
to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 
you.” 

In effect Mary said, “Don’t worry, he 
will find some way.” This confidence 
of Mary in her son, the Interpreter’s 
Bible suggests, “could have come only out 
of long experience of one always unself- 
ish and thoughtful and dependable, un- 
failing and ingenious in helpfulness.” 


How the water was turned into wine 
we are not told. According to the poet, 
“The conscious water saw its God and 
blushed.” The ruler of the feast was 
either a sort of toastmaster chosen from 
among the guests or else the headwaiter, 
probably the latter. His remarks to the 
bridegroom are not in the best taste, but 
they bear witness to the fact that the wine 
was good wine. 

As Hugh Macmillan points out: 


“One of the most remarkable things 
about the miracle was the quiet, unosten- 
tatious way in which it was performed. 
Jesus did not invoke the name of his 
Father; he did not even speak, as on many 
other occasions. In silence he put forth 
his divine power, and the water became 
wine. There was no pomp of circum- 
stances. The attention of the guests was 
not arrested. There was no wondering 
pause in the festivities. The merriment 
went on as if nothing unusual was oc- 
curring. There was no sense of a crisis. 
Unobstrusively the miraculous wine took 
its place among the ordinary refreshments 
on the table, and could not be distin- 
guished from them. It was not kept sacred 
like the shewbread, or the pot of manna, 
or regarded as a curiosity to be treasured 
by itself. On the contrary, it was given 
to be drained from ordinary cups, and 
to mingle with the ordinary food of the 
feast. The Evangelist is careful to in- 
form us that not even the ruler of the 
feast, the first taster of the wine, himself 
knew whence the wine came, but sup- 
posed naturally that it formed part of the 
choice stores of the bridegroom, which he 
had reserved for a later stage of the fes- 
tivities. There is a strange calmness and 
secrecy about the whole incident. We miss 
it in what we have been taught to look 
for in a miracle—the outward show, the 
surprise, the awe, the consciousness of the 
nearness of a heavenly power, the inter- 
ruption to the common business of life.” 

Some cannot think that this was the 
kind of miracle that Jesus would choose 
to perform and are inclined to regard it 
as a kind of pious legend. Thus Herbert 
L. Willett once wrote: 

“No man can surely explain this story. 
Perhaps it happened just as reported. One 
need not doubt Jesus’ power if he pre- 
fers to think that it is a tradition which 
grew up later even than the Synoptic 
Gospels were written. For the world is 
so full of things that would be miracles if 
we did them, and Jesus’ whole life was 
so crowded with things that we cannot 
fathom, that it little becomes us to say 
that he could not do given things, but 
it is quite possible to feel that he would 
not care to demonstrate his power in this 
way any more than in making bread out 
of stones.” 

Others have felt impelled to find some 
hidden, symbolic or allegorical meaning 
in the incident, but of this there is no 
hint in the text. John himself however 
describes it as the first of the signs which 
he did and in which he manifested his 
glory; “and his disciples believed in 
him.” 

Il. Its Significance 

Under the circumstances it could have 
been a sign only to the disciples, a sign 
which revealed to them the 
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power and presence of God in Christ. 
But just what did it reveal? It is not 
the miracle itself that interests John, but 
the fact that, as he recalled it, it was the 
first manifestation of Christ’s glory. 

Martin Niemoeller, in a _ sermon 
preached in Berlin shortly before, on Hit- 
ler’s orders, he was cast into a concen- 
tration camp, declared: 


“The miracle is not aimed at Mary or 
at the bridal couple or at the rest of the 
guests; it is meant for the disciples. To 
them Jesus gives a sign by which his glory 
is revealed to them, with the result that 
they begin to believe. And so we shall 
have to view this story with the eyes of 
Jesus’ disciples in order that it may tell 
us what it told them and what it gave to 
them. 

“The first five disciples whom Jesus had 
gathered round him at that time had all 
belonged originally in the following of 
John the Baptist, and it must have struck 
them as rather peculiar that their new 
master led them back from the loneliness 
of the Jordan desert to their home in Gali- 
lee and there placed them in the midst 
of the hustle and bustle of human life, 
where men and women lived their quite 
ordinary life, with its joys and sorrows, 
its hopes and worries. its wooing and 
being wooed.... 

“It is usually a distinguishing feature 
of great personalities—as it was of John 
the Baptist—that they first of all draw 
a line of demarcation between themselves 
and the world, that they first of all make 
a difference between a profane and a 
sacred region and summon men from the 
wicked world into the seclusion of the 
sacred place where one prays and fasts, 
where one leads a pious life and gathers 
strength and make resolutions, so as to 
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be able to cope with the temptations of 
the world again for a time. 

“We are all aware of these two regions 
in our lives, we all need a little of such 
silence, we all need periods of prayer and 
fasting. We also know how Jesus again 
and again sought and used this silence and 
seclusion. From the beginning, however. 
his ministry is an attack upon the wicked 
world; his message proclaims the sov- 
ereignity of God over the whole domain 
of our human existence. 

“If we seek to help ourselves by think- 
ing that there is in our life a sacred re- 
gion over which God rules, and side by 
side with it a human region in which we 
ourselves are masters, Jesus does not rec- 
ognize such a boundary-line. From the 
beginning he carries God’s claim into the 
temporal sphere, into the secular world, 
into our family and professional life, into 
our feast-days and ordinary routine. . 
And there—in the midst of our god-for- 
saken suffering and sorrow, in the midst 
of our godless joy and labor, he stands as 
the messenger of the living God: ‘Here too 
{ am the Lord; here too I alone am the 
Lord, who asks and gives!’ Thus when 
Jesus leads those disciples out of the wil- 
derness into the company at the marriage, 
they receive a first impression of the fact 
that he is following a new road, leading 
into the world and into life, to men in all 
their humanity.” (God Is My Fuehrer. 
published by Alliance Book Company.) 

It was a manifestation of his glory, says 
John: it not only displayed his divine 
power, hut also revealed the graciousness 
of his character, of God’s own character. 
Jesus would not work a miracle to satisfy 
his own terrific hunger (just a few days 
before), but he does so to save these 
poor Galilean peasants, his friends, from 
embarrassment. It becomes evident that 
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Jesus was a man of warm human sympa- 
thies, a man who was thoughtful and 
gracious in all his actions, one who could 
enter with zest and appreciation into the 
simple pleasures and the deeper joys of 
his neighbors. 

He went into Galilee probably with 
the express purpose of attending the wed- 
ding of one of his younger friends. We 
know that he must have entered into all 
the joys of that occasion. He was never 
a kill-joy. He told his disciples even 
when they fasted they were not to wear 
a sad countenance. His own countenance, 
we can be sure, was not often sad. How 
could he have compared his party to a 
bridal party if that were the case. We 
remember that he was often invited out 
to dine. He was a favorite dinner guest. 
So we can be sure that Jesus entered into 
all the joys of the wedding. 

And so today Jesus is interested in all 
our pleasures. He would have a share 
in all our joys. “He who loves men loved 
their gladness, too.”’ He is ready to add 
his blessing to the wedding of all new 
hearts and lives. We should not have any 
pleasure at which we cannot ask him to 
be present with us. We should not estab- 
lish any new home in which he is not 
always a welcome guest. And if Jesus is 
present to bless and to guide, it will be a 
true union, a marriage blessed on earth, 
and also in heaven. 

William Barclay in his helpful inter- 
pretation of The Gospel of John reminds 
us that 


“every story John tells us tells, not of 
something that Jesus did once and never 
did again, but of something which Jesus 
is forever and eternally doing. John tells 
us, not of things that Jesus did once in 
Palestine, but of things that Jesus once on 
a day turned some waterpots of water into 
wine; he wants us to see that whenever 
Jesus comes into life, there comes a new 
quality which is like turning water into 
wine. Without Jesus life is dull, and stale, 
and flat; when Jesus comes into life, life 
becomes vivid and sparkling and exciting. 
Without Jesus life is drab and uninter- 
esting; with Jesus life is thrilling and 
wonderful and exhilarat‘ng. When Sir 
Wilfred Grenfell was appealing for volun- 
teers for his work in Labrador, he said that 
he could not promise them much money, 
but he could promise that if they came out 
to do the work he could offer them they 
would have the time of their lives. That 
is what Jesus promises us. Remember that 
John was writing seventy years after 
Jesus was crucified. For seventy years he 
had thought and meditated and remem- 
bered, until he saw meanings and sig- 
nificance that he had not seen at the time. 
When John told this story he was remem- 
bering what life with Jesus was like; and 
he said, ‘Wherever Jesus went, whenever, 
he came into life. and whenever he comes 
into life, it is like water turning into 
wine.’ This story is John saying to us: 
‘If you want the new exhilaration, become 
a follower of Jesus Christ, and then there 
will come a change in your life which 
will be like water turning into wine.’” 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi 
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CHALLENGING, 
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PROGRAMS 


WRITE NOW FOR A 
SAMPLE KIT OF 3 


(includes teachers and 
student manuals) 


$2.75 


(Quantity Prices Quoted 
on Request) 


CHARACTER RESEARCH PROJECT, 
Dept. P. O., UNION COLLEGE, 
SCHENECTADY 8, N. Y. 


Please Send Me 1 Sample Kit of CRP 
Youth Programs at $2.75. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


Presbyterian, U. S. 

E. Stanley Smathers, Pickens, Miss., 
will become assistant minister of Second 
church, Richmond, Va., Jan. 1. 

Frank H. Tobey from Gladewater, Tex- 
as, to 1105 Leon St., Gatesville, Texas 

Young Wallace from Stuttgart, Ark., 
to 1865 Nelson St., Memphis 14, Tenn., 
Jan, 1. 

Chilton Thorington 
to 4869 Lake 
Ga., Dec. 28 

J. C. Livingston from Winchester, Va., 
to 8 S. Zetterower Ave., Statesboro, Ga., 
Jan, 1 

Gower Crosswell, Jr., Red Springs, 
N. C., will become pastor of the George 
W. Lee Memorial church, Winston-S2lem, 
N. C., in mid-January. 

Eugene L. Strickland 
Texas, to 505 E. 6th St 
Dec. 28. 

D. Clyde Bartges, formerly of 
Fla., has become associate 
Winter Park, Fla., church. 

Hubert J. Kaylor, formerly of Hickory, 
N. C., is now serving the chapels in 
Lincoln and Wayne Counties, Kanawha 
Presbytery, W. Va., as a minister of First 
church, Huntington. 

Horace E. Stoessel is studying at the 
University of Aberdeen, 71 Broomhill 
Ave., Aberdeen, Scotland 

Lawrence H. Richards from Decatur, 
Ga., to Penn-Lawrence Rd., Rt. 1, Tren- 
ton, N. J. 


United Presbyterian, USA 

Lloyd Alian Peterson of Albert Lea, 
Minn., will become executive for the 
Presbytery of Rochester, N. Y., with his 
installation scheduled for Jan. 24. 

Donald C. Morrison from San 
Calif., to Apt. 309, 766 Sutter St., 
Francisco 9, Calif 

Charles J. Hooker, Jr., 
Hightstown, N. J 
of the East 
ester, N. Y. 

Harold J. Drown, formerly of Ottumwa, 
Iowa, has been installed as associate 
minister of the Third church, Rochester, 
N. Y. David W. Moody, now in that posi- 
tion, is retiring Jan. 1. 

Gene W. Boyd, Bentleyville, Pa., 
become minister of the 
Mt. Pleasant, Pa., next 

William R. Johnston, 
has been called to the 
Murrysville, Pa. 

Paul R. Carlson, formerly of Trafford, 
Pa., has joined the information staff of 
the World Council of Churches in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

William A. Bowen, 
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has accepted a call to the First church, 
Hamilton, Ohio. 

Dathan C. Wallace, retired, from 
son, Kan., to Clifton, Ohio. 
DEATHS 

Herbert Charles Foster, 35, who was 
stricken with poliomyelitis a year after 
he became minister of the John Knox 
church, Dallas, Texas, and was confined 
to his bed since that time, died Nov. 1 
at his home in Dallas. 

D. Earl Daniel, pastor of the Fayette 
City, Pa., and the Little Redstone church- 
es, died suddenly Nov. 9. 

Homer K. Miller, Penney Farms, Fla., 
of Redstone Presbytery (Pa.), died Nov. 
13. 

Margaret Falconer Murdoch, R. N., 77, 
missionary to China beginning in 1908, 
died in Baltimore, Md., Dec. 4. Two sis- 
ters, also missionaries, died earlier. 

Wallace J. Anderson, 70, died at his 
home in Pasadena, Calif... Dec. 5. He 
served in Korea 1917-42 following which 
he supervised Presbyterian work in Gua- 
temala until his retirement in 1958. 

Herman L. Cathey, 82. pastor of the 
Falling Spring church, Glasgow, Va., 
1926-49, died Dec. 2 in an Amherst, Va., 
hospital. 

W. H. Hudson, 93, missionary to China 
1893-1940, died at his home in Greenville, 
S. C., Nov. 5. He was moderator of the 
Synod of South Carolina in 1921. A min- 
ister-son is George A., missionary to 
Taiwan. 

CHRISTMAS TOUR 

Methodist Bishop John Wesley Lord, 
Washington, D. C., and Fred S. Busch- 
meyer, director of the Washington office 
of the National Council of Churches, are 
carrying Christmas greetings to service 
men overseas on behalf of the member- 
churches of the National Council of 
Churches. They will go to Bermuda, 
Antigua, B. W. I.; Puerto Rico and Pana- 
ma City. 

MARRIED 

Jay W. Ranson, minister of the Ninth 
United Presbyterian church, USA, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., and R. Jean Black, recently 
retired from missionary service in Pas- 
rur, W. Pakistan, were married in the 
Fairview church, Nov. 15, and are mak- 
ing their home at 2626 Milford Dr., Bethel 
Park, Pa. Mr. Ranson served f°r 25 years 
in West Pakistan and Miss Bleck was in 
educational work there for 
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Peace College 


taleigh, North Carolina 
At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal. traditional, and 
Christian .. . in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 
WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 





MISSIONARY FURLOUGHS 
Missionaries on, or soon to begin fur- 
loughs include the following: 
Mexico: The Dale B. Douglases, Em- 


mett, Idaho. 


NorTH BRAZIL: 
Durham, N. C. 

Missionaries returning: To Brazil 
19: The John Boyles. Dec. 27: The Ar- 
thur M. Lindsays. Jan. 3: Margaret 
Carnahan, Edith Foster, the J. H. Whee- 
locks. 

KOREA: 


CITATION 

Stuart R. Oglesby, pastor-emeritus of 
Central church, Atlanta, Ga., was hon- 
ored at the eighth annual assembly of 
the Georgia Council of Churches for his 
leadership in helping to establish and 
serving as the first president of the Coun- 
ceil. 

The Council, in other actions, urged 
continuation of public schools in Georgia 
in the face of Federal Court injunctions 
enforcing rulings forbidding segregation. 
Another resolution called on all churches 
to welcome any person who comes to 
worship without regard to race. 
GOVERNOR 

A member of the United Presbyterian, 
USA, Commission on Ecumenical Mis- 
sion and Relations has been appointed 
governor of Eastern Nigeria. Sir Francis 
A. Ibiam (he was knighted in 1951 for 
achievements on hospital construction 
and medical work) is also chairman of 
the National Christian Council of Ni- 
geria and principal of Hope Waddell 
Training Institute, a Presbyterian high 
school for boys. 


ENGAGEMENT 


The engagement of Matthew McGowan 
of the Overbrook church, Richmond, Va., 
and Louise Elizabeth Westbrook of 
Gainesville, Ga., has been announced, 
with their wedding to take place in Jan- 
uary. 


The Jule C. Spachs, 


Dec. 


Dec. 3: The David Seels. 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 














WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 


A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 


For catalog and information write 


ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON, President )) 
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